REWARKS 



Claim 1 has been amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 1 3 and 
specify the polyether segments of a) have a molecular weight of at teast 6000 s and 
the polyether of b) has a molecular weight of 30QQ to 1 2,000. Accordingly, datrns 
13-16 and 22-24 have been cancelled, No'new---rriatter'-has-:been : :ddcied by the 
amendments. 

Claims 1-4, 13-18 and 25 stand refected under 35 U£<C, § 103(a) as being 
obvious over U>S, Patent No, 5,932,852 ( "Roaster, et at") in light of U:S, Patent . No. 
5 jmj51 r Schmalstje q, et aL") and U.S. Patent No, 5,068,304 rHfeudhi, et aD , 

The Examiner indicates Roesfer, et : at dfsctosas a moisture-curable pofyether 
urethane having terrrjinal sHane groups danved from an Isocyanate-containlng 
pofyeiher and a compound containing an alkoxysllane group and an aspartate 
group* The Examiner further i ndicates that Schmaf s&eq 4 et at discloses a moistu re- 
eurabfe poiyether urethane having at least two cyclic urea/reactive silane groups. 
The Examiner asserts it would have been obvious to indude the cyclic yrea/reactrve 
silane groups in the polyether of Roesfer, et al However, the Examiner indicates 
Hiquch'L et ai discloses the use of pdlyeihers having a degree of tin saturation of not 
higher than 0,0? meq/g in a moisture-curable poSyether urethane, and indicates that 
based on the disclosed advantages of a low degree of unsaturation, it would be 
obvious to use poiyethers having such a tow degree of unsaturate n in the 
compositions of Roesier, et ai. 

First, Applicants disagree with the Examinees assertion the poiyethers of 
Roesier, et ai satisfy the molecular weight requirements of the present invention. 
As amended, claim 1 now requires component a) has polyether segments, wherein 
the individual po^yether segments have a molecular weight of at least 8,000. in 
contrast, the compounds according to Roaster, at al are based on potyols (including 
the poiyethers} having a molecular weight from 400 to 8,000 (col, 5, ynes 1 1-25), 
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Thus, even If Roesfen et ai is modified by the teachings of Schmalst leg, et ai and 
Hiauchi etat- 'in the manner suggested by the Examiner, one would Still not arrive at 
the presently claimed Invention. 

Furthermore, Applicants disagree with the Examiner's alleged motivation for 
modifying Roesler et at by including the cyclic urea/reactive sHane groups taught. In 
Sch raalstt eg , et ai , name 1 v< "to afford a moisture-curable poiyether urefthane-lhat 
does not suffer from the incompatibiiity, inhorngenelty and visoosity problems. (coL 
1, lines 7-10 and col. 2 r lines 22-45)," Applicants refer the Examiner to col 2, Hnes 
13-21 of Sehmalstieq, et aL wherein patentees state: "US. Pat. No. 5,364,955 
d iscloses that by Initially reacting amrno-functtonal sifanes wif^;mafeicor^maiie 
add esters to form secondary amino groups (I.e., aspartates), it is then possible to 
react these aspartates with NCO prepoiymers without encountering jnfeompatibifity,.- 
Inhomogeneity or extremely high viscosities m the, reaction products. " Applicants 
note the aspartates of U.S, Pat, No. 5,364,955 are used In the compounds of 
Roesler, et al (col 4« fines 12-27}, Thus, the Examiner's alleged motivation for 
combining the teachings of Roesler, et ai and Schmatetreg, et at Is pureiy fictional 
As such, the Examiner has failed to make out a prima facie case of obviousness 
under 35 U,SC §1 03(a), and withdrawal of the rejection Is respectfuHy requested. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration of the 
rejections and allowance of Claims 1-4, 10-12 and 25 are respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



By ^.^f3^-^^~---^--^ v x _ 

Robert S. Kfemi? 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 46/305 

Date of sign^m^^fe^i^^^ 

Bayer MaterialScienee LLC 
100 Bayer Road 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15205-9741 

PHONE NUMBER: 

(412} 777-3808 
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